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Incandescent Bulbs Hoarded Ahead of EU Ban
Editor's Note: I have always maintained that our current push on CFLs as the
primary home lighting replacment is shortsighted and foolish in light of the other
ecological considerations. Bans like this are of the "penny wise, pound foolish"
variety. What good energy savings if mercury pollution is increased? We can barely
eat fish today as it is, and short-sighted do-kinda-gooder bureacrats and activists
want to save energy at the cost of added tons of mercury to the environment. So
our bank account is fatter but our kids have an added risk of development
problems. Who is the fool in that conversation? If we are serious about real energy
savings, we should be supporting with tax dollars and development money solidstate lighting, which is almost at the point where it can be a viable lighting
replacement without the heavy metals. (Yes, I know there are reduced-mercury
devices out there, but until flourescent lighting has zero mercury content, it is a
serious pollution risk.)

BERLIN (Reuters) – Germans, who sometimes see
themselves as guardians of the environment, are hoarding energy-guzzling
incandescent light bulbs ahead of a looming European Union-wide ban, the GfK
market research agency said.
The Nuremberg-based GfK reported sales of incandescent bulbs had soared about
35 percent in the first half of the year ahead of a ban that starts Tuesday -- even
though it was proposed by German Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel in 2007.
Some German retailers said they have seen sales of 100-watt incandescent bulbs
soar 600 percent since the end of July.
The EU is planning to phase out use of the incandescent bulbs as part of its push to
save energy, cut greenhouse gas emissions and fight climate change. From
Tuesday the light bulbs above 75 watts can no longer be produced or imported in
the EU.
The ban will be expanded each year and by 2012 production and importing of all
incandescent bulbs will be prohibited.
The EU Commission projects the ban on the energy-inefficient bulbs will save about
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40 terawatt hours of energy in the EU per year -- enough to meet the energy
demands of a small country.
The idea to ban incandescent bulbs came from Gabriel in 2007 when Germany held
the EU's rotating presidency. The German said the switch to energy saving bulbs
could save about 25 million tonnes of CO2 emissions per year.
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