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Thanksgiving - Real or Manufactured?
Screaming Circuits Screaming Circuits
A decade or so ago, PC (political correctness) was the phenomena of the day.
People talked about it. People implemented it. People balked at it. The end result
was good, but the period was kind of a mess as some people went too far, some
refused and everything in between. Today, I think it's "AHC" or Alleged Historical
Accuracy.
I say "alleged" because most of these things happened way before anyone alive
today was around, and back when record keeping was spotty at best and often as
much fiction as fact. In the Soviet Union, they did a lot of revisionist history. This
isn't that, but it's along the same lines. With AHC, sometimes

[1]there is a lot of truth, sometimes not, and, again, everything in between. The
latest victim of AHC is Thanksgiving.
Way back in grade school (those of us in the US) were taught that Thanksgiving
originated with the pilgrims and was a celebration of a good harvest and friendship
with the native population or something like that. Hollywood tells us that a pilgrim is
a friend of John Wayne's, but that's completely unrelated. I've recently read that
Lincoln started Thanksgiving, turkeys weren't part of the original one, the Spanish
started thanksgiving and a bunch of other newly reveled possible facts.
Personally, I don't think it matters. A lot of things change over history with original
meaning being obscured in the fog of the past. Bleach was once used for whitening
teeth. Now we know that using it for that will destroy your teeth so we don't do it
any more. Listerine has been used as a floor cleaner but now we put it our mouths.
The Listerine, not the floor. (I hope)
What matters most to us though is what we use it for now. History does have its
place and accuracy in history is very important, but unless something is inherently
bad, there's no need to call out something as wrong just because its used differently
now or our original view of its start has changed. Personally, I'm thankful for a great
job doing work I'm proud of and for family and friends. There's lot's of other stuff
too, but this is enough for the purposes of this post. I'd write more but I'm going go
buy groceries and then write some test software for a robot board.
Duane Benson
And I'm thankful that most people don't like the nice crispy turkey wings as I do
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