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Coldest place in the solar system? The Moon

Editor's Note: Better bring a warm coat for those long-awaited moon colonies.
(AP) -- Astronomers have found the
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our moon, right nearby. NASA's new
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Quirky Vehicle to
your only source of heat," said David
receive federal
Paige, a University of California, Los
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warm up with the change of seasons and
the north pole will get chillier, he said.
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That ultra-cold temperature is important
because it can trap volatile chemicals,
such as water and methane, said NASA
probe project scientist Richard Vondrak.
Trapped volatiles would give any future
astronauts resources to mine and could
help scientists understand more about
the origin of the early solar system, he
said.
The moon probe, only a week into its
science mission, has also found lots of
indications of hydrogen, which could
indicate trapped ice below the moon's
surface, Vondrak said.
While NASA has been to the moon with
astronauts and explored it many times
decades ago, this is the first close-up look
in about a decade and is focusing on the
tantalizing south pole, where there is the
best chance for hidden ice.
"It's unexplored," Paige said. "Nobody's
seen what it's like in these areas before
at this resolution."
And the closer, NASA's instruments look
at the craters, the more nuanced they
look.
"The moon is not just a billiard ball with
dimples," Paige told The Associated Press.
"It's got interesting cracks and crevices."
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