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China breaks Ground on Space launch Center

(AP) -- China broke ground on its fourth
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propellant is needed. Reports said rockets
launched from the Hainan base will be
capable of carrying up to 14 percent
more payload than those launched from
Jiuquan, the home of the manned space
program in northern China.
That added capacity should aid
particularly in China's space station
program as well as plans to assemble the
Beidou, or "Compass," navigation system
as an alternative to the U.S. satellite GPS
network, the dominant positioning
system.
The center is also served by a nearby
port, allowing for the transport by ship of
components such as the new generation
Long March 5 rocket capable of launching
25-ton components for a space station or
future lunar missions. China's other space
centers are located in remote parts of the
country that rely on limited capacity rail
links to transport rockets and other
components.
According to media reports, the Hainan
center's construction involves upgrading
a small satellite launch pad already on
the site and building a second pad and
other infrastructure. More than 6,000
area residents are being moved to
procure the 3,000 acres (1,200 hectares)
needed for the base.
China is just the third country after Russia
and the United States to have launched a
person into space, and has long operated
a successful commercial satellite launch
program.
Officials say plans call for an unmanned
moon landing around 2012, a mission to
return samples in 2015, and possibly a
manned lunar mission by 2017 - three
years ahead of an initial U.S. target date
for returning to the moon.
Viewed as a source of national pride and
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patriotism, the program's strong public
support helps shield it from the public
doubts and budgetary pressures that
constrain such programs elsewhere.
However, cooperation in space with other
countries has been inhibited by wariness
over the program's close military ties.
Highlighting that relationship, Chang
Wanquan, a People's Liberation Army
general who sits on the ruling Communist
Party's powerful central military
commission, joined other officers and
technicians in Monday's groundbreaking
ceremony, the reports said.
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