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WASHINGTON (AP) – NASA is charged
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pose a threat to Earth but doesn't have
the money to complete the job, a federal
report says.
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immense gravity, enormous size and
Page 1 of 3

Report: NASA can't keep up with killer asteroids
Published on Electronic Component News (http://www.ecnmag.com)
location.
Disaster movies like "Armageddon" and
near misses in previous years may have
scared people and alerted them to the
threat. But when it comes to monitoring,
the academy concluded "there has been
relatively little effort by the U.S.
government."
And the United States is practically the
only government doing anything at all,
the report found.
"It shows we have a problem we're not
addressing," said Louis Friedman,
executive director of the Planetary
Society, an advocacy group.
NASA calculated that to spot the asteroids
as required by law would mean spending
about $800 million between now and
2020, either with a new ground-based
telescope or a space observation system,
Johnson said. If NASA got only $300
million it could find most asteroids bigger
than 1,000 feet across, he said.
But so far NASA has gotten neither sum.
It may never get the money, said John
Logsdon, a space policy professor at
George Washington University.
"The program is a little bit of a lame
duck," Logsdon said. There is not a big
enough group pushing for the money, he
said.
At the moment, NASA has identified
about five near-Earth objects that pose
better than a 1-in-a-million risk of hitting
Earth and being big enough to cause
serious damage, Johnson said. That
number changes from time to time, as
new asteroids are added and old ones are
removed as information is gathered on
their orbits.
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The space rocks astronomers are keeping
a closest eye on are a 430-foot diameter
object that has a 1-in-3,000 chance of
hitting Earth in 2048 and a much-talked
about asteroid, Apophis, which is twice
that size and has a one-in-43,000 chance
of hitting in 2036, 2037 or 2069.
Last month, NASA started a new Web site
for the public to learn about threatening
near-Earth objects.

Source URL (retrieved on 10/25/2014 - 7:47pm):
http://www.ecnmag.com/news/2009/08/report-nasa-cant-keep-killer-asteroids?qtmost_popular=0
Links:
[1] http://www.ecnmag.com/article-chevy-volt-gets-230-mpg-081109.aspx
[2] http://www.ecnmag.com/article-printable-solar-panels-080609.aspx
[3] http://www.ecnmag.com/blog-Murdoch-Demands-More-From-Amazon-andKindle-081009.aspx
[4] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-particle-collider-081009.aspx
[5] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-Electricity-While-Desalinating-081109.aspx
[6] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-chinas-bullet-train-081109.aspx
[7] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-swiss-pray-glaciers-080709.aspx
[8] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-odd-tricycle-google-080709.aspx
[9] http://www.ecnmag.com/news-Market-Grows-for-Robot-Planes-081209.aspx
[10] http://www.ecnmag.com/article-opcuity-touchscreen-accessory-080709.aspx

Page 3 of 3

