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Qwest doubles top broadband speed in some
cities to keep up with cable
PETER SVENSSON, AP Technology Writer
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Cable companies are rolling out a new
cable-modem technology this year,
allowing them to offer download speeds
of 50 mbps, and in some places, even
more.
To close the speed gap, Qwest is
deploying a new DSL technology called
VDSL2. However, it works only in areas
where Qwest has already upgraded its
network by running optical fiber closer to
homes, shortening the distance the data
signal has to run over old copper phone
lines to reach a home.
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In those areas, it has been offering a
maximum download speed of 20 mbps
and uploads at less than 1 mbps. In areas
without extra fiber, the top download
speed is 7 mpbs.
Qwest is the country's seventh-largest
provider of broadband, with 2.9 million
customers.
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