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Nesson said in opening statements.

[10]

Nesson said the recording companies
enjoyed decades of success but were to
slow to adapt to the Internet.
"The Internet was not Joel's fault," Nesson
said. "The Internet sweeps in like the way
the automobile swept into the buggy
industry."
But Tim Reynolds, one of the lawyers
representing the recording industry, said
song-swappers like Tenenbaum take a
significant toll on the recording industry's
revenues and on backup singers, sound
engineers and other people who make a
living in music.
Reynolds said Tenenbaum used a
computer in his parent's house in
Providence and then at Goucher College
in Baltimore, where he was a student, to
download and distribute digital files. He
was flagged in August 2004 by
MediaSentry, a private investigation
company that was used by the recording
industry to identify illegal song
distribution.
Reynolds said that Tenenbaum continued
distributing songs even after he had been
confronted about it and that the
defendant blamed his sister, friends and a
foster child who had lived at the house.
"This defendant knew what he was doing
was wrong at each step of the way,"
Reynolds said.
Under federal law, the recording
companies are entitled to $750 to
$30,000 per infringement but the law
allows the jury to raise that to as much as
$150,000 per track if it finds the
infringements were willful.
In the Minnesota case, the jury ruled
Jammie Thomas-Rasset, 32, willfully
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violated the copyrights on 24 songs and
awarded damages of $80,000 per song.
Nesson urged the jury to "find the
minimum number of infringements" by
Tenenbaum, if any at all.
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