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Obama Administration to Scrutinize NASA
SETH BORENSTEIN, AP Science Writer
Editor's Note: As I pointed out in the item on the Hubble Space Telescope, NASA
hasn't been doing as good a job as many believe it could and should. A thorough
review is in order, and we should also have a natinoal debate on space
development and exploration. Why not hold a contest for ideas on space missions?
What about mission sponsorships? Let's look at all the ideas, even the odd ones,
and create a new plan for space?
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new Administration to review the array of
challenges in the program."
"It's a thorough review," NASA acting
administrator Chris Scolese told The
Associated Press.
"Clearly if we are on the wrong path, we
should change," Scolese said at a NASA
budget briefing Thursday. "If you are
asking me if I think we're on the wrong
path, no, I don't."
The current plan involves two types of
rockets, called Ares. The smaller Ares
rocket would carry an Orion capsule with
astronauts to the moon or the space
station. The larger Ares rocket would be
unmanned and carry heavy equipment to
space. Key tests of the Ares rockets are
scheduled for later this year.
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While the review is being done, NASA will
continue the Ares and Orion programs.
The space agency is spending about $300
million a month on those plans, but
Scolese said it doesn't make sense to put
moon spending on hold in the meantime
because that would mean an even longer
gap between the end of the space shuttle
and the first flight of a new spaceship.
NASA may delay contracts that were
going to be issued this summer for work
on the lunar lander and the larger Ares
rocket until after the review is done,
NASA exploration chief Doug Cooke said
in a teleconference.
While the review makes sense, Cooke
predicted that the outside reviewers
would find the current plan is the fastest
and safest way to go to the moon. When
it comes to the safety risks for astronauts,
the current plan is "at least two times
better" than the most commonly
mentioned alternatives, he said.
Former NASA associate administrator
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Scott Pace, who was part of the moon
mission planning during the Bush
administration, said "it's necessary" to
look at the moon program a second time.
While they may find some areas that can
be improved, in general the design is
right, he said.
The review of NASA's signature program
was part of President Barack Obama's
2010 budget rollout. NASA's proposed
$18.7 billion budget includes an extra
space shuttle flight for the end of next
year, one that had been cut by the Bush
administration.
That new flight will carry a scientific
device that would be attached to the
space station and search out unusual
particles in the universe — antimatter,
dark matter and cosmic rays.
The alpha magnetic spectrometer is
already built, being tested, and costs $1.5
billion with most of the money from other
countries. The cost of an additional space
shuttle flight is about $300 million,
according to NASA.
The review team will be headed by
former Lockheed Martin CEO Norman
Augustine. He headed a major
examination of NASA's plans in 1990.
___
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