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We must support efforts to defund the NSA’s
spying programs
Jason Lomberg, Technical Editor

Congressional Republican Justin Amash [1] has a not-so-novel
idea for quashing the NSA’s surveillance programs — defund them [2]. Rep. Amash
is pushing for an amendment to the Defense Appropriations Bill that would strangle
federal spying programs by tying the purse strings.
And let’s be clear — this is largely a token gesture. With the NSA behemoth
supported by heavyweights up to and including President Obama, the bill is a shot
in the dark. But it’s an important piece of political brinksmanship, and we need to
keep Big Brother in the public eye.
“Most important bill this week: DoD Approps. We can defund #NSA's
unconstitutional spying on Americans — if House leaders allow amendments,”
Amash tweeted [3] Monday.
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When President
Obama’s controversial healthcare law went south for Republicans, critics suggested
cutting off its lifeblood in Congress, which controls the purse strings. It was an
entirely symbolic gesture — any effort to defund or repeal “Obamacare” would
meet stiff resistance in the Senate and a certain veto from the man, himself. But
critics and elected officials felt it was important to legitimize their complaints. It’s in
this same vein that Rep. Amash (and like-minded politicians) are trying to quell the
surveillance programs at the source.
And this cannot be overstated — if you support privacy rights and oppose the NSA’s
unconstitutional spying efforts, then it’s important to support Rep. Amash.
The Michigan Republican has spearheaded the efforts to defund the surveillance
programs and previously called for the resignation [4] of NSA Director, James
Clapper, over his denial of such programs and alleged perjury. Back in March, Sen.
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) asked Clapper, “Does the NSA collect any type of data at all on
millions or hundreds of millions of Americans?”
His response [5]: “No, sir. There are cases where they could inadvertently perhaps
collect [intelligence on Americans], but not wittingly.”
Clapper later sought to clarify his remarks (emphasis mine):
“I thought, though in retrospect, I was asked a ‘When are you going to stop beating
your wife’ kind of question, which is ... not answerable necessarily by a simple yes
or no ... So I responded in what I thought was the most truthful, or least untruthful
manner by saying ‘no.’”
This just in: Elected officials lie (or spout fantasies that are “minimally untruthful”).
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We must support Rep. Amash’s efforts. And since the NSA’s surveillance programs
(and a bloated federal bureaucracy) will dominate the midterm elections, it’s
important to vote for elected officials who support privacy rights. A token gesture
has all the meaning we attach to it.
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